
What are the seven things to consider when choosing a self-adhesive tape? 

1. What surface or surfaces do you want it to stick to? 

 

There are many different factors that can affect the performance of a 

self-adhesive tape. Are the surfaces rough or smooth? Are they clean, 

dry and free from dust and other contaminants? Do they have any kind 

of siliconised, printed or otherwise treated areas? Are either of the 

surfaces plasticised? Are they particularly hot or cold? 

 

2. How long do you want the tape to stay in place? 

 

Is the bond a permanent or temporary one? Are there other 

mechanisms holding things in place or is the tape alone creating the 

bond? Does the tape need to remove cleanly after a period of time? 

 

3. What are the environmental factors affecting the tape? 

 

Once the bond is in place does the temperature change and if so to what 

degree and for how long? Is the tape exposed to ultra-violet light at all? 

Is it likely that the bond will become wet or have any chemicals present, 

particularly solvents? 

 

4. What stresses does the bond come under? 

 

Is the tape in any way load bearing once it is in place or does the surface 

being bonded have any natural tendency to spring apart? 

 

5. Is colour or clarity an issue? 

 

Some tapes are available in a range of colours and you may need to 

match an existing product’s design. You may need the tape to be 

transparent so that it is not visible within your product construction. 

 

 

 



6. How is the tape going to be applied? 

 

Are you planning to apply the tape by hand or do you have or need some 

kind of dispensing equipment? Does the tape need to be hand tearable 

or are you going to be using a blade of some kind to cut it to length? 

 

7. Finally what are the dimensions of the tape you need? 

 

There are usually two or perhaps three dimensions that matter. The 

width, the roll length and sometimes the thickness. But we can also 

supply product pre-cut to the length you need on a roll or in sheets. We 

can also cut to customised shapes. Please let us know what you need 

and we will tell you how we can help. 

 


